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SUBJECT: EXTERNAL RESEARCH CONTRACT FOR STUDY OF SEPARA- 
TISTS IN SOUTHERN THAILAND 

REF: STATE 103770 

1 . EMBASSY HAS GIVEN CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO THE PROPOSAL 
CONTAINED IN REFTEL, REGARDING DEPARTMENT FINANCING OF PART 
OF SIX WEEKS' RESEARCH PROJECT IN SOUTHERN THAILAND BY 
PROF. ASTRI SIHRKE OF AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN JUNE- JULY. 

AS PART OF HER STUDY PROF. SUHRKE WOULD REPORTEDLY FOCUS ON 
THE STATUS AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE MUSLIM SEPARATIST MOVEMENT 
IN SOUTHERN THAILAND AS WELL AS QUESTION OF EXTERNAL CONTACT 
AND SUPPORT. 

2. DURING SUMMER OF 1977 DR. LADD THOMAS OF NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
UNIVERSITY (DE KALB, ILL.) CONDUCTED RESEARCH IN SOUTHERN 
THAILAND ALONG LINES SIMILAR TO THOSE PROPOSED BY PROF. 

SUHRKE. DR. THOMAS HAS BEEN WELL AND FAVORABLY KNOWN TO 
THE EMBASSY FOR MAY YEARS AS A SPECIALIST ON SOUTHERN 
THAILAND. PRODUCING HIGH-QUALITY RESEARCH ON HIS OWN, AT 
NO COST TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. IT IS NOT RPT 

NOT CLEAR TO THE EMBASSY WHY THE U.S.G. SHOULD COMMIT 
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FUNDS TO PROF. SUHRKE TO SUPPORT RESEARCH DUPLICATING WHAT 
IS ALREADY BEING DONE BY A WELL-KNOWN AMERICAN SPECIALIST 
IN THE AREA. 

3. WE HAVE VERY SERIOUS RESERVATIONS ABOUT U.S.G. INVOLVEMENT 
IN THE PROPOSED PROJECT. AS THE DEPT HAS NOTED IN REFTEL, 

U.S.G. FUNDING OF RESEARCH ON A SUBJECT OF CONSIDERABLE 
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SENSITIVITY TO BOTH THE RTG AND THE GOM COULD BE MINISTER- 
PRETED. INDEED, WE BELIEVE THAT THE RTG WOULD BE CONCERNED 
ABOUT SUCH U.S.G. SUPPORT. MOREOVER, AS PROF. SUHRKE PURSUES 
HER RESEARCH, SHE IS CERTAIN TO COME TO THE ATTENTION OF THAI 
SECURITY OFFICIALS IN CONNECTION WITH THE CONTACTS SHE WILL BE 
MAKING WITH MUSLIM GROUPS IN SOUTHERN THAILAND. WE 
WOULD NOT RPT NOT LIKE TO SEE A SITUATION WHICH COULD BE 
MISCONSTRUED AS A QUASI-COVERT FUNDING OF RESEARCH BY ANOTHER 
COUNTRY'S NATIONAL IN A HIGHLY SENSITIVE AREA. WE DO NOT 
KNOW PROF. SUHRKE'S VIEWS. HOWEVER. IF SHE DOMONSTRATES 
TOO GREAT AN INTEREST IN OR SYMPATHY FOR THE MUSLIM 
SEPARATISTS, OUR SUPPORT FOR HER COULD BE MINISTERPRETED 
AS REFLECTING U.S.G. POLICIES. 

4. IN ADDITION, THE PROVISION OF U.S.FUNDS FOR THIS 
PROJECT WILL INEVITABLY INVOLVE A MEASURE OF U.S. RESPON- 
SIBILITY FOR PROF. SUHRKE'S SECURITY WHILE SHE CONDUCTS 
HER RESEARCH. IN THIS CONNECTION OUR CONSUL IN SONGKHLA 

HAS COMMENTED THAT WHILE MINIMAL , WE CANNOT EXCLUDE POSSIB- 
ILITY THAT A THREAT TO HER PHYSICAL SECURITY WILL EXIST. 

SINCE SHE WILL BE OPERATING IN AN AREA IN WHICH BANDITRY 
AND KIDNAPPING ARE ENDEMIC AND A SEPARATIST MOVEMENT EXISTS. 
THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE IN LIGHT OF THE INTENSIFIED ACTIVITIES 
OF PULO (PATTANI UNITED LIBERATION ORGANIZATION), ALTHOUGH OUR 
CONSUL NOTES THAT PULO HAS NOT YET SPECIFICALLY TARGETTED 
FOREIGNERS. WE DO NOT RPT NOT WISH TO OVERSTATE THIS, HOWEVER, 
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IF SHE EVER WERE INVOLVED IN AN INCIDENT, WE COULD NOT CREDIBLY 
DENY U.S.G. INVOLVEMENT AND WOULD BE HARD PUT TO AVOID 
SUSPICION OF DELIBERATE USE OF RESEARCH PROGRAM FOR 
ESPIONAGE PURPOSES. 

5. IN LIGHT OF THE ABOVE CONSIDERATIONS, THE EMBASSY RE- 
PLIES AS FOLLOWS TO THE DEPARTMENT'S QUESTIONS IN PARA 3 
OF REFTEL: 

A) THE EMBASSY PERCEIVES SERIOUS POTENTIAL FOR 
EMBARRASSMENT TO U.S. G. FROM THE PRPOSED PROJECT, PAR- 
TICULARLY IN VIEW OF THAI SENSITIVITIES TO MUSLIM 
SEPARATISTS ACTIVITY. 

B) THE EMBASSY BELIEVES IT HIGHLY ADVISABLE FOR 
PROF. SUHRKE TO HAVE RTG APPROVAL FOR THIS RESEARCH, IF 
IT IS FINANCED IN PART BY THE U.S. G. THE EMBASSY OPPOSES 
U.S. SUPPORT FOR THIS RESEARCH PROJECT AS IT CONSIDERS 

THAT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO JUSTIFY SUCH SUPPORT TO THE RTG 

C) IF WE DID NOT RPT NOT INFORM THE RTG, EMBASSY BE- 
LIEVES THAT FACT OF U.S. SUPPORT FOR THIS PROJECT WOULD 
INEVITABLY BECOME KNOW TO RTG. PROF. SUHRKE WILL SURELY 
FIND IT NECESSARY TO EXPLAIN TO RTG AUTHORITIES WHAT SHE 
IS DOING IN SOUTHERN THAILAND AND WHO IS PAYING FOR THE 
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RESEARCH. EMBASSY WOULD STRONGLY OPPOSE KEEPING THE RTG 
IN THE DARK ABOUT USG SUPPORT FOR THE PROJECT. 

D) AS NOTED ABOVE, EMBASSY BELIEVES THERE IS A 
POSSIBLE THREAT TO PROF. SUHRKE'S PHYSICAL SECURITY. 

EVEN IF SHE RESIDES IN PATTANI OR YALA PROVINCIAL CAPITALS, 

SHE WILL NEED TO TRAVEL TO VILLAGES IN THE AREA TO CONDUCT 
HER RESEARCH. 

6. WE HAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT PROF. SUHRKE INTENDS TO 

CARRY OUT THIS RESEARCH PROGRAM WHETHER OR NOT SHE RECEIVES 

USG FUNDING IN SUPPORT OF HER EFFORTS. HER DECISION TO 

PROCEED WITHOUT USG SUPPORT WOULD BE HERS TO MAKE, AND 

HER CONNECTION WITH AMERICAN UNIVERSITY WOULD POSE NO SPECIAL 

PROBLEMS FROM EMBASSY'S POINT OF VIEW, PARTICULARLY AS 
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SHE IS NOT RPT NOT AMERICAN NATIONAL. IF SHE DECIDES TO 
PROCEED WITH PROJECT, WITHOUT U.S. FUNDING,EMBASSY WOULD 
BE HAPPY TO DISCUSS SITUATION WITH HER IN BANGKOK, AND 
AMERICAN CONSUL IN SONGKHLA WOULD BE PREPARED TO MEET 
WITH HER AS WELL. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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